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Module description

This module explores Beckett’s writing over more than five decades in a wide range of
media, including novels, short stories, and plays for stage, radio and television. Beckett,
perhaps more than any other writer of the twentieth century, was attentive to matters that
have become central in the field of Environmental Humanities, and we will read his work
drawing on concepts from this field. Over the course of the module, we will focus on a
number of distinctive features and preoccupations of Beckett’s writing, including the
prominence of animals in his work; the challenge his writing poses to anthropocentrism or
human exceptionality; his characters’ embodied experiences of disability, illness, and
senility; and the physical environments within which they find themselves, from lyrically
evoked landscapes to abstract sites subject to extreme changes in temperature.

Assessment
The module is assessed through a 4,000-word essay.
Indicative bibliography

Materials will be uploaded to Blackboard before and throughout the module. Students are
encouraged to read as much of Beckett’s writing as possible before the module begins.
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e The Expelled, The Calmative, The End, with First Love (Faber, 2009)
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e Company, Ill Seen Ill Said, Worstward Ho, Stirrings Still (Faber, 2009)
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Learning outcomes

Upon successful completion of this module, students should be able to:

LO1

LO2

LO3

LO4

Discuss Beckett’s writing in terms of its formal and thematic qualities and historical
context.

Discuss key concepts within Environmental Humanities, including those related to
animals, place, bodies, the nonhuman, and the Anthropocene.

Appraise the potential of Beckett’s writing as a means of understanding the issues
associated with the climate crisis.

Develop academic written skills through essay writing.



